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We make this statement on behalf of 354 organizationsi and 643 individuals.ii 

 

In the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, States recognized that women’s rights are human 

rights and that all human rights are universal, indivisible, interdependent and interrelated. This should 

have been the basis for an intersectionaliii approach to human rights and the recognition that the denial 

of access to safe and legal abortion impacts all aspects of women’s lives.  

 

Everyone has the right to life-saving interventions during or outside of crises.iv And yet, women and girls’ 

rights to bodily autonomy and safe abortion have been some of the first rights to be conveniently 

sacrificed under the guise of prioritizing COVID, as if health was a zero-sum game. That includes free, 

safe and legal abortion and comprehensive abortion and post-abortion care,v without which women, 

girls and gender-non-conforming persons are forced to seek unsafe clandestine abortions or to carry 

unwanted pregnancies to term, in complete violation of our rights.vi  

 

During this pandemic, some governments are increasing barriers to abortion services by deeming it a 

non-essential medical procedure,vii or are instrumentalizing the crisis to further restrict access in law or 

practice.viii  In health systems, for example, inadequate planning and the redeployment of medical 

personnel and resources to COVID-19 have decreased access to abortion and contraception.  

 

Confinement measures have restricted the ability to travel to health facilities exacerbating the onerous 

requirements to comply with strict gestational limits on abortion. Moreover, confinement measures 

have resulted in a loss of livelihoods for many, such as sex workers, domestic workers, and informal 

workers.  

 

The dramatic rises in domestic and intimate partner violence, the exponential increase in care burdens 

on women and girls, the closing of borders, crackdowns based on migration status, as well as systemic 

racism in policing and lockdown enforcement all limit access to abortion care.  

 

This does not have to be the case. During the pandemic, some states have expanded access by 

increasing legal limits for medical abortion and facilitating telemedicine procedures, proving that these 

barriers were never medically necessary.  

 

These barriers and inequalities are not exceptional to this moment. Legal frameworks and policies 

criminalizing or otherwise restricting access to safe abortion existed before the pandemic. Moreover, 

social and other determinants of healthix are the product of the same capitalist, neo-liberal, patriarchal, 



racist and ableist power structures that shaped disparities in COVID-19 infection and mortality rates, 

consider some lives as expendable, and shape reproductive politics around population control and social 

control over women’s bodies rather than bodily autonomy and reproductive justice.x These systems of 

oppressions are also “pre-existing conditions” that cannot be part of an effective response.  

For decades,  global financial institutions, donors, and governments pushed austerity, structural 

adjustments, and privatization that eroded health systems. Now these actors are imposing these 

conditions on their COVID-19 loans and assistance, with devastating consequences for women and girls 

in the Global South.xi  

On this International Safe Abortion Day, we urge states to respect, protect and fulfill women and girls’ 

human rights and to: 

● Ensure uncompromised access to available, accessible, acceptable and quality sexual and 

reproductive health commodities and services, including modern contraception and 

comprehensive abortion and post-abortion care on request, as part of universal health coverage 

and as essential health care, at all times, including during COVID-19. This should include the 

option of telemedicine, medical and self-managed abortion. 

 

● Remove all legal, administrative and social barriers to safe abortion, including criminalization, 

and implement evidence-based guidance to abortion care, and maintain any positive changes to 

abortion laws and policies after the pandemic. 

 

● Adopt an intersectionalxii and rights-based approach to COVID-19 response and recovery that 

addresses white supremacy and other systemic oppressions and determinants of health in law 

and practice. Center reproductive justice and its emphasis on the rights to bodily autonomy, 

self-determination and to parent or not in safe and healthy environments when regulating 

access to abortion, contraception, sexual and reproductive health services and all the material 

conditions necessary to enjoy these rights.xiii 

 

● Strengthen and finance public health systems through taxation and free from control from other 

governments, multilateral agreements and transnational corporations. This requires donor 

states, international financial institutions and other creditors and donors to adhere to human 

rights and ensure that financial and other assistance is sustainable, designed with meaningful 

participation of local feminist movements, women human rights defenders, young women and 

gender non-conforming people and does not depend on any conditionality negatively impacting 

human rights, such as austerity measures, privatization and structural adjustments.xiv  

 

 

 

i Aakanksha seva sadan; Abortion Rights Coalition of Canada; Académicas en Acción Crítica; Action Canada for Sexual Health and 
Rights; ADESENI; Advocates & Trainers for Children and Women’s Advancement and Rights (ATCWAR); Agrupación Ciudadana 
por la Despenalización del aborto en El Salvador; AIDOS - Italian Association for women in development; Akahata A.C; Alberta 
Society for the Promotion of Sexual Health (ASPSH); Alianza por la Solidaridad; ALRANZ Abortion Rights Aotearoa; Alternativa 
Popular; ALTSEAN-Burma; AMOG (Associação Moçambicana de Obstetras  Ginecologistas); ANHAD; Anis - Instituto de Bioética; 
ANKH association (Arab Network for Knowledge about Human rights); Asia Pacific Forum on Women Law and Development; 

 



 
Asian-Pacific Resource and Research Centre for Women (ARROW); Asociación ALFIL – Redlactrans; Asociación Ciudadana 
ACCEDER; Asociación de Desarrollo Sostenible LGTBI Costa Rica (ADS); Asosiación LADECOM; Asociación Masculinidades Beta; 
Asociación Mujeres con Voz; Asociación OTD Chile; Association sourires de femmes; ASTRA – Central and Eastern European 
Network for Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights; Austrian Family Planning Association ÖGF; AWID; Ayni Desarollo; 
Azerbaijan Association "Support to Development of Gynecology and Perinatology"; Balance Promoción para el Desarrollo y 
Juventud AC; Bangladesh Model Youth Parliament (Protiki Jubo Sangsad); Belize Family Life Association; Biblioteca Casa Arpías; 
Breakthrough; Cairo 52 Legal Research Institute; Cairo Institute for Human Rights Studies; Campaña Nacional por el Aborto 
Libre Seguro y Accesible PR; Canadian Chapter of the International Youth Alliance for Family Planning; Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal 
Network; Catholics for Choice-Canada; Católicas por el Derecho a Decidir – Colombia; Católicas por el Derecho a Decidir El 
Salvador; Center for Egyptian Women's Legal Assistance (CEWLA); Center for Reproductive Rights; Center for Study and 
Resolution of Domestic Violence; Center for Women’s Global Leadership; Centre for Law and Policy Research; Centre for 
Popular Education and Human Rights, Ghana (CEPEHRG); Centre for Sexualities, AIDS & Gender, University of Pretoria; Centre 
for Social Education and Development (CSED); Centre for Solutions Journalism; Centre for Women's Development and 
Research; Centro de Derechos de Mujeres; Centro de Estudios Legales y Sociales (CELS); Centro de Investigaciones Política 
Pública y Desarrollo; Centro de Promoción y defensa de los Derechos Sexuales y Reproductivos – PROMSEX; Centro integral de 
salud sexual y reproductiva; Centro Mujeres A.C.; CEPAM Guayaquil; Chaani Post Test Club; CHANGE (Center for Health and 
Gender Equity); Choice In Health Clinic; CLADEM Bolivia; CLPP (Civil Liberties and Public Policy Program), Hampshire College; 
Coalition for Sexual and Bodily Rights in Muslim Societies (CSBR); Coalition of African Lesbians; Coast Sex Workers Alliance 
(COSWA); Colectiva Mujeres de la NO FCPyS; Colectiva Plenilunio; Colectiva por el Derecho a Decidir; Colectiva por la Libre 
Información para las Mujeres; Colectivo Rebeldia; Collectif pour le libre choix; Comité de América Latina y el Caribe para la 
Defensa de los Derechos de las Mujeres, CLADEM; Community and Family Aid Foundation – Ghana; Comunidad de Derechos 
Humanos; Concertación Interamericana de Mujeres Activistas por los Derechos Humanos; Conectas Direitos Humanos; Consejo 
Ciudadano de las Diversidades Sexuales y de Género de La Paz; Conselho Regional de Psicologia de São Paulo - CRP SP; 
Consorcio Latinoamericano Contra el Aborto Inseguro (CLACAI); Contra Nocendi International; Corporación Casa de la mujer y la 
familia - Stella Brand; Corporación Gea Jurisgeneristas; Corporacion Humanas; Corporación Miles Chile; Corporación Ocho de 
Marzo; Creación Positiva; CREHPA; CYAN KENYA; Danish Family Planning Association; ddeser Edomex; Ddeser Puebla; ddser - 
Red por los derechos sexuales y reproductivos en México; Democracy Development Center; Disabled Women Ireland; 
DiverGénTE; DMSC; Doula Support Foundation; DSW (Deutsche Stiftung Weltbevölkerung); Dziewuchy Berlin; ECPI-Euroregional 
Center for Public Initiatives; Entre Nosotras; Equality Bahamas; Equidad de Género, Ciudadanía, Trabajo y Familia; Equipo 
Jurídico por los Derechos Humanos; Equipop; Evangélicas Pela Igualdade de Gênero; Facultad de Medicina Universidad Nacional 
del Comahue; Faldas-r; Family Health Options Kenya; Family Planning Welfare Association NT Australia; FAMM Indonesia; 
Federación Planificación Familiar Estatal; Federation for Women and Family Planning; Federation of Deaf Women 
Empowerment Network- Kenya (FEDWEN-K); Feminist Voices Zimbabwe; FIGO; FOKUS - Forum for Women and Development; 
Fondation Marie-Claire; Fondo de Acción Urgente para América Latina y el Caribe- FAU-AL; Fondo Semillas Women's Fund; 
Freedom of Choice - Moznost volby; Frente Regional de Enfrentamento à violência contra a mulher do ABCDMRR; Fundacion 
Arcoiris por el respeto a la diversidad sexual; Fundación Desafio; Fundación El Churo; Fundación ESAR; Fundación Grupo de 
Acción y Apoyo a Personas Trans GAAT; Fundación Mexicana para la Planeación Familiar, A. C., MEXFAM; Fundación Orientame; 
Fundación por una sociedad empoderada; Fundamental Human Rights & Rural Development Association FHRRDA; Gay and 
Lesbian Coalition of Kenya; GAYa NUSANTARA Foundation; Generation Alive; Generation Initiative for Women and Youth 
Network (GIWYN); Global Doctors for Choice / Brazil; Global Fund for Women; Global Justice Center; Global Network of Sex 
Work Projects; GOJoven Honduras; Groupe Tawhida Ben Cheikh, Research and Action for Women's Health; GSSG - 
Gemeinnützige Stiftung Sexualität und Gesundheit; Health and Welfare Society; Health Development Initiative (HDI); HealthQ; 
HPLGBT; Humsafar Support Centre for Women; Icelandic society for Obstetrics and Gynaecology (FÍFK); ICWAP; Inclusive 
Bangladesh; Information Group on Reproductive Choice (GIRE); Iniciativas Sanitarias; Innovations for Development; Inter Pares; 
International Alliance of Women; International Campaign for Women's Right to Safe Abortion; International Humanist and 
Ethical Union; International Lesbian and Gay Association (ILGA World); International Movement Against All Forms of 
Discrimination and Racism (IMADR); International Planned Parenthood Federation; International Planned Parenthood 
Federation Western Hemisphere Region; International Service for Human Rights; International Women's Rights Action Watch 
Asia Pacific; International Women's Health Coalition; International Youth Alliance for Family Planning; International Youth 
Alliance for Family Planning-México; Investigación en Salud y Demografía, S.C. (Insad); Ipas; Ipas Bolivia; Isha Lisha- Haifa 
Feminist Center; Island Sexual Health Society; Jagaran Nepal; Joint Action for Reproductive Justice; Jugendnetzwerk Sexuelle 
Gesundheit Schweiz / Réseau Jeunes Santé Sexuelle Suisse; Kenya Legal and Ethical Issues Network on HIV and AIDS; Kisumu 
Feminists Society; Kisumu Sex Workers Alliance; KOINONIA; La Independent. Cat Agencia de Noticias con Visión de Género; La 
Mesa por la Vida y la Salud de las Mujeres; LAIGA - Libera Associazione Italiana Ginecologi per l’applicazione della legge 194/78; 
Las Reinas Chulas Cabaret y Derechos Humanos AC; Lesotho UN Youth Advisory Panel; Let's Breakthrough, Inc.; LGBTQ Infos; 
Liberty House of Feminists Mbarara; LOOM; Mahila Gramodyog Seva Samiti; Malawi SRHR Alliance; Manifa Rzeszów; Marchas 
Mundial de las Mujeres; Marie Stopes International; Marijàn |Organisation Afroféministe; Médecins du Monde – France; 
Medicus Mundi Gipuzkoa; MenEngage Alliance; Mesa Acción por el Aborto en Chile; Midwifery Society of Nepal; Milhas pela 



 
Vida das Mulheres; MINBYUN - Lawyers for a Democratic Society Women's Rights Committee; Mitini Nepal; Moviento Trans 
Feminista Bolivia; Movimiento por una Cultura Laica de El Salvador; Mugarik Gabe; Mujer Y Salud en Uruguay MYSU; Mujeres 
de Hierro AC; Mujeres en Acción - Costa Rica; Myanmar Ethnic Women Refugee Organization; Nalane for Reproductive Justice; 
NAPM; National Birth Equity Collaborative; Neev - Foundation for Legal Aid; NEGES MAWON; Network for Adolescent and 
Youth of Africa; New Zealand Family Planning; Nirantar Trust; No More Shame Gibraltar; Noutankey production; Oasis RD 
Congo; Observatorio de Género y Equidad; Observatorio de los derechos sexuales y reproductivos de las personas con 
discapacidad, ODISEX PERU; ODRI Intersectional rights - ODRI Derechos interseccionales; 
ONG Coeur Citoyen; Österreichische Gesellschaft für Familienplanung (ÖGF); OurEQUITY; OutRight Action International; Oxfam; 
PA Women's organization Alga; Pacific Human Rights Initiative; Paper Crown Rwanda; Pariter; Penawar; Planet Ally; Planned 
Parenthood Federation of America; Planned Parenthood Toronto; Platform for vulnerable youth and adults; PLUSTRUST; Point 
of View; Population Matters; Population, Health and Development Group (PHD Group); Power Action Changers; Profamilia – 
Colombia; PROMSEX, Centro de Promoción y Defensa de los Derechos Sexuales y Reproductivos; Reclaiming Narratives; Red 
Argentina de Mujeres Viviendo con vih sida; Red Chilena de Profesionales por el Derecho a Decidir; Red Colombiana de Mujeres 
por los Derechos Sexuales y Reproductivos; Red de Juventudes Trans; Red de Mujeres Trabajadoras Sexuales LAC; Red de PVVS 
Uruguay; Red Latinoamericana y Caribeña de Católicas por el Derecho a Decidir; Red Nacional de Defensoras de Derechos 
Humanos en Honduras; Red Nacional Género y Economía (REDGE); Red por los Derechos Sexuales y Reproductivos en México -
Ddeser Querétaro; REDAAS - Red de Acceso al Aborto Seguro Argentina; Rede Feminista de Ginecologistas e Obstetras; Rella 
Rights 4 Women Foundation; Resilience Uganda; RESURJ; Royaa for Feminist studies; Royal College of Obstetricians and 
Gynaecologists; Rural Health and Education Service Trust (RHEST); Safe Society; Salamander Trust; Salud y Genero Queretaro 
AC; Sama Resource Group for Women and Health; Samsara; Saskatoon Sexual Health; SASS USA (Self-Managed Abortion Safe & 
Supported); SECTION27; Secularism Is A Women's Issue ( SIAWI); SEED/asbl; Serene Secular Social Service Society – SSSSS; Seres 
(con) viver com o VIH; Servicios Humanitarios en Salud Sexual y Reproductiva ac; Sex og Politikk (IPPF Norway); Sexual Health 
Switzerland; Sexual Rights Initiative; SHARE, Sexual rigHts And Reproductive justicE; Society for Promotion of Educational and 
Environmental Development; Society for Sustainable Development; Society Without Violence NGO; Solidarité avec les Victimes 
et pour la Paix-SOVIP; Sonke Gender Justice; Space Allies; Sri; Stories to Action; Subhash Mendhapurkar; Sukaar Welfare 
Organization; Surkuna; Suteba; SUTRA H.P.; Swedish Association for Sexuality Education (RFSU); Swedish Federation of LGBT 
Rights – RFSL; Synergia - Iniciativas por los Derechos Humanos; Tais Plus; Taller Salud; Tamilnadu Textile and Common Labour 
Union-TTCU; Tamtang; Tarun Chetna; The A Project; The alternate space-womens collective; The Bahari Collective; The Cebter 
for Health, Ethics and Social Policy; The Danish Society of Obstetrics and Gynecology; The Egyptian Initiative for Personal Rights; 
The Equality Fund; The Just Agency; The Obstetric Justice Project; The Society for Education on Contraception and Sexuality 
Romania; The YP Foundation; This Ability Trust; TICAH; Tripla Difesa Onlus; TuliJadili; Tunaweza; UNESO; UNIDAD DEL PUEBLO 
MAYANGNA EN DEFENSA DE SU TERRITORIO Y SU PROPIA POLITICA; Urmul Trust Bikaner; Valientes de corazón Ecuador; 
Vecinas Feministas por la Justicia Sexual y Reproductiva en América Latina; VIDEA; Vikas Adhayayan Kendra; WAYVE 
Foundation; WeCanWomen'sCoalitionTrust; Widows for Peace through Democracy (WPD); WO=MEN Dutch Gender Platform; 
Women Against Rape, Antigua and Barbuda; Women Deliver; Women for Women's Human Rights - New Ways; Women Help 
Women – SASS; women on waves; women on web; Women's Global Network for Reproductive Rights; Women's Health 
Research Unit; Women's International League for Peace and Freedom; Women's Legal Education and Action Fund (LEAF); 
Women's Rehabilitation Centre (WOREC); Women's Resource Center Armenia NGO; Woodhull Freedom Foundation; Y-Fem 
Namibia Trust; YouAct - European Youth Network on Sexual and Reproductive Rights; Young Feminist Ambassadors; Youth 
Coalition for Sexual and Reproductive Rights;  
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